
 

 3D Animation I 
MGD153DR1 

3 Credits 
Monday-Friday @ 1:54pm -Wednesday @ 1:27pm 

 
Instructor Information 
Instructor's Name: 
Mr. Esparza 

Instructor's Phone: 
720-423-7135 

Instructor's Location/Office Hours: 
Thomas Jefferson High School Room 105 

Instructor’s email: 
Jerome_esparza@dpsk12.org 

Course Information 
Course Description: 

Encompasses all major aspects of creating 3D characters using animation software. Using 
developed characters, the student will learn how to animate for personality. 

Prerequisite(s) or Co requisite(s): 

None 

Student Learning Outcomes: 

1. Debate the basics of animation theory and how it applies to the production process. 
2. Explain and discuss character animation techniques.  
3. Create traditional animation using light tables.  
4. Determine and import source materials from various software applications.  
5. Apply the concept of keyframe based animation within the software.  
6. Assess real-world lighting techniques to create a realistic environment for animation within the 

software.  
7. Construct realistic movement controls within the software.  
8. Create realistic surface properties within the software to enhance the final animation.  
9. Appraise final output destined for multiple mediums.  
10. Editorialize the creation process in such a way that he/she can work as part of a larger team to 

expand the overall creative possibilities.  
11. Create a character model from sketches or other related source material to create a mesh 

model using the software. 



Textbook(s), Title, Author, Publisher and ISBN Number: 

Cinema 4D (Maxon) Student version available: https://www.maxon.net/en-us/training/educational-
solutions/educational-solutions/students/license-information-free/ 

 

Required Materials: 
Headphones 

Census Date: (date to drop with a refund): 

2/7/20 

Students who find that they are unable to continue a class should Withdraw via the myACC portal before 
the withdraw date listed below.   

Withdraw Date: (date to withdraw with a “W”): 

5/5/20 

Statement of Academic Integrity: 
ACC is committed to academic honesty and scholarly integrity. The College can best function and 
accomplish its mission in an atmosphere of the highest ethical standards.  All members of the College 
community are expected and encouraged to contribute to such an environment by observing all 
accepted principles of academic honesty.  Academic dishonesty includes but is not limited to: plagiarism, 
cheating, fabrication, grade tampering, misuse of computers and other electronic technology, and 
facilitating academic dishonesty. Those found in violation may be subject to academic consequences up 
to and including failure for the course and potential disciplinary sanctions under the Disciplinary 
Procedure (SP4-30). Students can find more information about the ACC Student Code of Conduct: Rights 
and Responsibilities Procedure (AP4-31a) or by contacting the Dean of Students Office at 303.797.5730, 
room M2720 or acc.dos@arapahoe.edu.  

Accommodations Statement: 
ACC provides accommodations to qualified students with disabilities. To request academic 
accommodation, please contact Student Access Services in room M2720, sas@arapahoe.edu, or 303-797-
5730. 

Online Course Evaluations: 
As this course nears completion, you will have the opportunity to complete a confidential evaluation of 
the class online.  Login instructions will be sent to your ‘student.cccs.edu’ e-mail address.  Your feedback 
is important, and ensures that ACC continues to offer quality instruction that meets your needs.  Please 
take time to complete the survey – I appreciate your feedback. 

Safety Statement: 
Follow DPS Thomas Jefferson Safety Policy 

The safety and security of all our students, faculty, staff and visitors is of the utmost importance to the 
Campus Police Department.  We rely on each of you to be an additional set of ears and eyes to help 



maintain campus safety. Please be diligent in your efforts to report suspicious or unusual behavior or 
circumstances to the Campus Police Department.  Trust your instincts. When something does not look, 
seem or feel right, tell someone.  The Campus Police can be reached at 303-797-5800 or Room M2600.  
To refer non-emergency concerns, please complete the online Refer a Concern form found on the 
college website. For emergencies, call 911. 

Discussion, Inclusiveness, and Student Behavior:  
This classroom is a safe space for learning. This is an academic environment; you should expect to have 
your ideas, work, and arguments respectfully challenged. Our population is comprised of a variety of 
students with a great diversity of beliefs, and it is important that the class be respectful of all members.  

Mandatory Reporting Statement:  
See the file “Mandatory Reporting Statement.pdf”.  

E-mail Communication: 
• Electronic correspondence from ACC employees will go to your student email account 

only.  When you activate your account you can forward emails to an e-mail account that you 
already have. 

• To activate your student e-mail account, go to the ACC Website, log into myACC. 
• On top right hand corner, click on the Student Email icon (white envelope). 
• A new window will pop up as Microsoft Outlook Web App. 
• If you are a brand new student to the Colorado Community College System, your password is 

your birth date in this format MonthDDYear. For example, if you're birthday was July 4, 1976, 
then you would enter July041976. 

o Then in the two boxes below that, create a new password and retype a new password in 
the second box. 

o Then hit "Okay" and follow the prompts (select your language, time zone-"Mountain 
Time" is the 10th down from the very top, etc.) to complete your e-mail set-up. 

• If you previously attended or applied to a Colorado Community College, your PASSWORD 
remained the same and your inbox should automatically connect. 

• If you need technical support, please call the 24/7 toll-free technical support hotline at 1-888-
800-9198. 

Grading: 
 

Grade Percentage/Points 
A 90-100% 
B 80-89.9% 
C 70-79.9% 
D 60-69.9% 
F 0-59.9% 



 

Required Projects and/or Papers: 
1. Create an 60 seconds animation projects that explain and demonstrates the 12 principles of 

Animation 
2. Google Slide show describing the different kinds of animation techniques 
3. Using a Light Table, draw and create a 3 second (12fps) of an object moving 
4. Create a 60 seconds project that includes the integration of Illustrator, Photoshop, or After 

Effects 
5. Use the lighting techniques within C4D to create a realistic environment scene 
6. Use C4D to create a character with realistic surface textures 
7. Create a model that can be rigged and animated with controllers by creating a 15 sec animation 
8. Output your 3d project to Final Cut to create movie scene, and Photoshop for more detail 

editing 
9. Collaborate with a team to create a 90-120 second 3d animation adventure. 

 

Number of Examinations: 
1 final examine that accesses basic concept knowledge and 3D academic vocabulary  

Make-up Policy: 
See 1st semester syllabus 

Examination Retake Policy: 
See 1st semester syllabus 

Attendance Policy 
See 1st semester syllabus 

Contact Information for Learning Support Services 
One major benefit of being an ACC student is the number of free services available to help you on your 
road to success. ACC provides a wealth of resources designed to make your time here exceptional. Take 
advantage of all the ways we can help you move mountains. 

ACC Student Support Services and Resources 

Tentative Course Schedule 
[Enter a weekly schedule here, including major assignment deadlines.] 


